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SITE INFORMATION 

Country: Japan 

Inscribed in: 2011 

Criteria: (ix) 

The property numbers more than 30 islands clustered in three groups and covers surface area of 7,939 

hectares. The islands offer a variety of landscapes and are home to a wealth of fauna, including the Bonin 

Flying Fox, a critically endangered bat, and 195 endangered bird species. Four-hundred and forty-one 

native plant taxa have been documented on the islands whose waters support numerous species of fish, 

cetaceans and corals. Ogasawara Islands' ecosystems reflect a range of evolutionary processes illustrated 

through its assemblage of plant species from both southeast and northwest Asia, alongside many endemic 

species. © UNESCO 
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The Outstanding Universal Values of the site - high plant and land snail diversity with high levels of 

endemism and ongoing evolutionary processes - have been relatively well preserved to date. However, the 

invasion of black rats (Ratus ratus) and green anole (Anolis carolinensis) to Ani-jima Island and expansion of 

invasive flatworm (Platydemus manokwari) to the land snail habitat of Chichi-jima Island pose a high threat 

to these values. Commendable ongoing efforts to control invasive alien species have had some success, for 

example eradicating feral cats, feral goats and rats from some islands. However, some species are persistent 

and require sustained effort, such as green anole, flatworms and the invasive big-headed ant (Pheidole 

megacephala). Increases in visitation, establishment of air services to the islands, and impacts from climate 

change are the main potential threats, especially as they may increase the risk of alien species invasions and 

alter the dynamics of these fragile oceanic island ecosystems. Biosecurity measures for the World Heritage 

site require improvement. Components of the site are protected as Wilderness Area, National Park, National 

Wildlife Protection Area, Forest Ecosystem Reserve and Natural Monument. The Ministry of the Environment, 

Forestry Agency and Agency for Cultural Affairs effectively enforce laws concerning the protection of 

Ogasawara Islands, but an increase in visitation may mean further efforts are required to prevent landings on 

some of the more isolated islands. Comprehensive management and action plans are in place. However, 

funding is currently not sufficient to sustain effective long-term invasive species control programmes. 


































