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Ogasawara Islands Natural World Heritage Property Scientific Council Meeting, 
FY2014 

Summary of Results (Scientific Council’s Advice) 
 
The following advice was given to the management authorities in the meeting of the 
Ogasawara Islands Natural World Heritage Property Scientific Council for the Fiscal Year 
2014, which was held on March 16, 2015. 
 
Agenda Item 1: Status of Response to the Decision by the World Heritage Committee 
 
·  As for the status of response to the decision by the World Heritage Committee, the 

Scientific Council received reports on each item from the head office, and the Council 
made the following advice and requests.  

 
 (1) Request (a): Measures to deal with alien species 

 
1．Measures to deal with alien rats   
 

- It is requested to share the recognition that the crisis of the rapid decrease and the 
extinction of the endemic land snails caused by increasing black rats (Rattus rattus) 
equals to the crisis related to the value of the Ogasawara Islands as the World Natural 
Heritage site, and that the emergency measures for dealing with rats should be taken, 
based on the latest information, as soon as possible, while the subsequent 
countermeasures should also be considered immediately.  

 
- When the emergency measures on Anijima Island are finished, consideration of the 

controlling policy of controlling alien rats on the whole Ogasawara Islands, including 
inhabited islands, should be initiated.  

 
2．Measures to deal with the green anole (Anolis carolinensis) on Anijima Island 
 

- The Council highly acclaimed the achievements made in the prevention of the rapid 
expansion of the distribution area of the green anole and the prospects of entering the 
stage of creating a perfectly green anole-fee exclusion area. Based on these 
achievements, disinfestation projects should be promoted continually. 

 
3.  Measures to prevent the invasion and the spread of new alien species  
 

- Alien species that might newly invade the Ogasawara Islands, such as the Argentine 
ant (Linepithema humile) and the tropical fire ant (Solenopsis geminata), and those 
having already invaded some areas in the Ogasawara Islands but are targeted for the 
measures to prevent their spread, such as Pheidole megacephala and the New 
Guinea flatworm (Platydemus manokwari), not only destroy the value of the World 
Natural Heritage, but also might have significant impact on the life of local people. 
 

- As measures against those alien species, the identification of the invasion routes, the 
establishment of the cooperation system among the organizations concerned, and 
emergency measures in an early stage of invasion should be advanced. 
 

- It is necessary to start to consider making a black list of alien animals and designing 
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effective measures to prevent the invasion of alien animals: for example, a quarantine 
system. 

 
4.  Guideline for the conservation translocation of endangered animals  
 

- As for the conservation translocation of endangered animals, an implementation 
policy for necessary activities should be decided upon, in close cooperation with 
other related advisory bodies, in accordance with “the guideline for planning the 
conservation translocation of endangered animals in the Ogasawara Islands”, which 
was developed by this working group. 

 
5.  Conservation and management method for forest ecosystems  
 

- Future discussion procedures should be re-considered in light of the necessity of 
recommendations to be reflected in concrete discussions at other working groups and 
advisory committees of individual projects. 

 
（2）Request (b): Assessing the impact on the environment  
 

- The Tokyo Metropolitan Government’s “Manual for Environment-Conscious Public 
Works in the Ogasawara Islands” (trial version) of November 2014 should be 
respected by other administrative bodies across the board.   
 

- On the model of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government’s system to make an early 
information disclosure for projects that are subject to examination with regard to 
environmental consideration, other administrative bodies should also try to make 
information disclosure at an early stage. 

 
（3）Recommendations from (a) through (d) 
 

   The Scientific Council received reports from each management authority and the 
Council made the following advice and recommendation: 
 

- The composition of the Scientific Council needs to be reconsidered to add a 
specialist in marine ecology; 
 

- The possibilities of expanding the park area to include a marine area should continue 
to be explored, based on the analysis of the results of the past researches on the 
marine area and in close communication and consultation with local communities; 
and 
 

- With a view to collecting the data that contribute to the consideration of the effects of 
climate change, the data that have been collected in monitoring activities for 
individual projects should be shared.  

 
Agenda Item 2: Reports by the Regional Liaison Committee 
 

· The Scientific Council received reports from its local office at the Regional Liaison 
Committee meeting on March 5, 2014 and the Scientific Council made the following 
advice and requests: 
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- The head office should respond to the requests from local people: the Scientific 
Council should be held in the Ogasawara Islands, be jointly held with the Regional 
Liaison Committee, and be held on an appropriate date; and 
 

- As for the requests from the Regional Liaison Committee, the related administrative 
bodies must pay serious attention and the head office must appropriately respond to 
the requests. 
 

Agenda Item 3: Future Plans 
 
· The Secretariat’s proposal of the business plan of the Scientific Council and working 

groups for the next fiscal year was agreed to on the understanding that the requests below 
are met: 

 
- The requests from the Regional Liaison Committee about the organization of the 

Scientific Council are to be considered; and 
 

- In order to promptly consider the implementation policy of emergency measures 
against rats on Anijima Island, an informal meeting should be held as soon as 
possible in March. 

 
Agenda Item 4: Other Matters 
 

- As for the composition of advisory committees and working groups, the Scientific 
Council will give advice as to whether the membership composition is appropriate or 
not.  
 

- In selecting the members of advisory committees etc., it is necessary to consider the 
choice of members who can reflect viewpoints of local residents, women, and a third 
party. 

 
The council members expressed the following opinions as additional matters: 
- As for endangered plants, more active efforts need to be made, including 

proliferation; and 
 

- As for the land area emerging as a result of the eruption of Nishinoshima Island, the 
Scientific Council needs to consider issuing its proposals once the eruption has 
ceased, with a view to managing it as part of the area within the World Natural 
Heritage site. 

 


