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Ogasawara Islands Natural World Heritage Property 
Regional Liaison Committee 

Summary of Results 
FY 2014 

 
■ Summary 
·  The head office explained the current situations and imminent issues of the Ogasawara Islands 

World Natural Heritage Site in the fiscal year 2014 and the members of the committee made the 
following requests: 

 
- The Scientific Council should make an objective evaluation from scientific viewpoints of the 

critical situation that might lead to the loss of the value as World Heritage and explain the 
results to local people; 

- The Scientific Council should discuss the road map to find a way out of this situation based on 
scientific information; and 

- The Scientific Council should discuss the plan against alien species, including Pheidole 
megacephala, whose threats have been newly recognized, and share the information with local 
people when damage and/or threats emerge. 

 
·  The head office explained the results of the meetings for the exchange of villagers’ opinions 

about the World Natural Heritage and the members of the committee made the following 
requests: 

 
- A report should be given about if and what kinds of measures have been taken to respond to 

villagers’ voices expressed in the past meetings for the exchange of villagers’ opinions; and  
- The environmentally friendly infrastructure development implemented by the Ogasawara 

Village and by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government should be made public and understood by 
villagers. 

 
· As for the topics of the Regional Liaison Committee, the members of the committee made the 

following request: 
 

-  As for the conservation and management of the World Heritage, both what have been achieved 
and what have not should be reported. 

 
·  The head office explained the schedule of major projects of the relevant authorities for FY 2015 

and the members of the committee made the following requests: 
 

- Excursions should be arranged for the members of the Regional Liaison Committee prior to the 
committee; 
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-  More opportunities should be provided for ordinary villagers to visit the sites where they can 
be fully aware of the value and problems of the world heritage; 

- The staff members who work on the site feel exhausted; the object of each project should be 
reconsidered and  staff members should be given appropriate directions; 

- There are so many meetings of which the concept, the method, and the system should be 
reconsidered; 

- Information to show the necessity of measures for environmental consciousness should be 
widely shared. The information about ongoing major public construction and restoration 
works should be visually presented on maps; and 

- Disinfestation projects should not focus only on alien species. The subject of conservation 
projects should be made clear.  

 
·  As for the implementation policy of conservation projects, the members of the committee 

made the following requests: 
- The conservation and management of the world heritage should be done in partnership with 

inhabitants, including housewives and children; 
- Local project implementing bodies should be set up and properly operated; and 
- A 10 to 20 years- roadmap for project implementation should be presented. 

 
·  As for the place where meetings of the Scientific Council and various advisory committees are 

held, the members of the committee made the following requests: 
- The Scientific Council should be held in the Ogasawara Islands; 
- Not only the Scientific Council but also advisory committees and working groups that are set 

up for individual projects should, to the extent possible, be held in the Ogasawara Islands. 
Especially the committees and working groups which are related to inhabited islands and 
islander’s life should be given priority; 

- Scheduling should be done in consideration of coordination among various projects related to 
the World Natural Heritage and forest ecosystem conservation; and 

- The Scientific Council should be held in time for the results of the Scientific Council can be 
reflected in each agency’s budget requests for the next fiscal year.  

 


