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Ogasawara Islands Natural World Heritage Property Scientific Council 
2nd Meeting, FY2013 

Summary of Results (Scientific Council’s Advice) 
 

The following advice was made to the management authorities in the 2nd meeting of the 
Ogasawara Islands Natural World Heritage Property Scientific Council for the Fiscal Year 
2013, which was held on March 19, 2014.  
 
Agenda Item 1: Status of Response to the Decision by the World Heritage Committee 
 

·  As for the status of response to the decision by the World Heritage Committee, the 
Scientific Council received reports on each item from the secretariat as well as the 
chairs of the four working groups, and the Council made the following advice and 
requests.  

 
(1) Request (a): Measures to deal with alien species 
 

1. General measures to deal with alien species 
 

- Strengthen efforts to listen to the voices of the local people in order to have the island 
residents gain an understanding of the measures required to deal with alien species. 
In addition, continue measures to eliminate alien species, while also considering the 
well-being of the agricultural industry so that the measures to eliminate alien species 
can be consistent with the activities for agricultural promotion. 

 
- Based on past experience, it is clear that the populations of alien plant species will 

increase after the feral goat (Capra hircus) are exterminated. Therefore, measures 
need to be implemented in advance for the future.  

 
- As for the measures to eliminate alien species, share the recognition that the 

management authorities that are carrying out the activities are responsible for the 
implementation of these activities, and the working groups and the Scientific Council 
are responsible for giving advice and making requests.  

 
2. Measures to deal with the green anole on Anijima Island 

 
- The management authorities as well as the council members must once again share 

the recognition that the purpose of the measures against the green anole (Anolis 
carolinensis) on Anijima Island is to conserve the Sclerophyllous scrub ecosystems 
and that the measures will be implemented on the recognition of the fact that these 
activities will cause some temporary disturbance to the ecosystems.  

 
- When cutting trees for the construction of fences, keep the cutting to a minimum and 

put a great deal of care into restoring the vegetation. 
 

- In particular, it is believed that it is highly likely that the cutting of trees will lead to 
the invasion of alien plant species, and these conditions need to be monitored. In 
addition, if any invasion of alien plant species is observed, appropriate measures 
need to be taken at an early stage.  
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- When capturing the green anole using sticky traps, try to keep the impact of 
by-catches to a minimum and make efforts to develop new technologies for 
exterminating the green anole from Anijima Island (below detection limits) as 
quickly as possible.  

 
- Consider gathering scientific data required in assessing the impact of by-catches and 

developing new technologies for catching the green anole as the responsibility of 
scientists and researchers (e.g. members of the Scientific Council), and request that 
they engage in these activities proactively.  

 
- Assessing the impact of the measures against the green anole on Anijima Island on 

the island’s ecosystem as a whole will require long-term and broad-based policies. 
Therefore, planning of road maps needs to be continued by the working group for 
dealing with the green anole.  

 
3. Concerning the Ecosystem Conservation Action Plan (2nd Term) and the Working 

Group for the Conservation and Management of the Chichijima Island Group 
Ecosystem 

 
· The Scientific Council approved the Ecosystem Conservation Action Plan (2nd Term) 

and requested the following with regard to measures to deal with feral cats (Felis catus) 
and rats on inhabited islands.  

 
- With respect to the impact of projects to eradicate feral cats in the area inscribed as 

world heritage on inhabited islands, an increase in the population of rat species may 
have caused damage to farmland as well as in living communities. It is necessary to 
recognize that this is a serious problem, and provide opportunities for interrelated 
discussions regarding feral cats and rats between various study groups, the working 
group for the conservation and management of the Chichijima Island Group 
ecosystem, as well as the management authorities.  

 
4. Preventing the invasion and the spread of new alien species 

 
- With respect to the strengthening of measures for the proper husbandry of household 

pets, local working groups for resolving community issues must consider effective 
ways of communicating information to the island residents as well as ways of 
promoting and raising awareness, while considering the fact that highly invasive 
alien insect species etc. can be purchased easily due to the wide use of the Internet.  

 
- As for measures to prevent alien species from entering Chichijima Island and 

Hahajima Island through transportation of goods from the mainland, the development 
of road maps that take into consideration many factors including the start of services 
with new ships (the Ogasawaramaru and the Hahajimamaru) in three years must be 
considered.  

 
- The effectiveness of invasive alien species control projects in preventing the invasion 

of alien species needs to be assessed based on lessons learned from past experience, 
through which it is known such projects require a great deal of money and labor.  

 
(2) Request (b): Assessing the impact on the environment 
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· With respect to the “Polices for Improving the System for Environment-conscious 

Public Works on the Ogasawara Islands Implemented by the Tokyo Metropolitan 
Government,” the Scientific Council gave the following advice and requests.  

 
- As for the issues which need to be considered when transporting necessary supplies 

for the public works from the mainland etc., consistency must be ensured with the 
considerations made by the working group for the prevention of the invasion and 
spread of new alien species. Therefore, efforts to ensure collaboration need to be 
made in the next fiscal year and beyond.  

 
- When displaying “natural park zones,” display the ordinary zones in the sea area as 

well.  
 

- Reassess areas that have been selected as “regions with important natural 
environments,” whenever necessary, based on the latest information.  

 
- When projects are inspected by the environmental awareness committee, consider 

having important projects inspected by a third party.  
 
(3) Recommendations from (a) through (d) 
 

· The Scientific Council had no advice or requests in particular concerning the reports 
presented by the management authorities.  

 
Agenda Item 2: Reports by the Regional Liaison Committee 
 

· The Scientific Council received reports from its local secretariat at the Regional Liaison 
Committee, which was held on March 3, 2014, and the meetings for the exchange of 
villagers’ opinions about World Natural Heritage that were held on January 25, 2014 on 
Hahajima Island and on February 2, 2014 on Chichijima Island, and the Scientific 
Council made the following advice and requests.  

 
- Since the Regional Liaison Committee, the Scientific Council, and the working 

groups have an equal authority, we anticipate that the Regional Liaison Committee 
will take the lead in considering issues related to maintaining the value of the World 
Natural Heritage as well as its coexistence with the daily life of the local community.  

 
- In particular, the working group for the prevention of the invasion and spread of new 

alien species as well as working groups for resolving community issues that have 
been established in the local community (household pets and the spread of alien 
species) must continue to consider these issues through close collaboration and 
communication.  

 
- Creating opportunities in which the island residents are able to recognize the value of 

the World Natural Heritage as well as verifying the achievements of measures to 
eliminate alien species is vital in enhancing the consciousness of the island residents 
toward environmental conservation together with maintaining the motivation of those 
in the local community who are working on extermination projects. Therefore, 
opportunities for people including island residents to travel to satellite islands need to 
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be considered under conditions in which thorough measures are taken to minimize 
the risk of the invasion and spread of alien species.  

 
- There have been requests to secure a place (s) on Hahajima Island where rare species 

can be observed. When giving detailed consideration to the issue, be sure to seek 
information in advance from the Scientific Council.  

 
Agenda Item 3: Future Plans 
 

· As for how the Scientific Council and the working group will carry out their activities in 
the next fiscal year, the following items that were proposed in advance by members of 
the Scientific Council were approved by the secretariat. The Council will carry out its 
operation according to the proposals.  

 
- To provide opportunities for some members of the Scientific Council to visit local 

communities, conduct field investigations, and hold discussion sessions.  
 

- To set up a new working group(s) for the reintroduction of rare species into the 
natural environment (the working group(s) will be responsible for considering the 
development of new guidelines).  

 
Agenda Item 4: Other Matters 
 

· The council members expressed the following opinions as additional items: 
 

- There is a need to monitor the impact of natural disasters such as the eruption of 
Nishinoshima Island on rare animal and plant species and to request assistance in 
these activities from researchers; 

 
- It is important to disseminate information on the findings of the advanced measures 

to eliminate alien species that have been implemented on the Ogasawara Islands, so 
that other regions are able to make use of the findings.  

 
- There is a need to consider measures to prevent alien species from moving from the 

Ogasawara Islands to other regions and to have discussion on the high risk of 
invasive species being transferred to other regions when products are being 
transported. 

 
 


